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Ho Tzu Yin is the Deputy Managing Director of LAUD Architects Pte Ltd. Established in 2004, 
LAUD is a small/medium sized firm that designs a wide range of projects, including high-rise 
residential, institutions, place of worships, industrial, education and single family dwelling 
projects. Several of their projects have won the Singapore of Architect (SIA) Design Award, as 
well as being shortlisted for the World Architectural Festival (WAF) Awards. LAUD possesses 
expertise in Sustainable Building Design and has been awarded BCA Green Mark Award 
“GoldPlus” for their residential building projects.

DECK

DECK is a non-commercial, independent arts venue, 
envisioned to be a place to support and nurture the 
community of photography enthusiasts in Singapore and 
Southeast Asia. Due to the nature of the short term lease 
of two years, the building has to be quickly assembled 
in one arrangement, and reassembled in another form 
to suit another site. Added to the list of challenges is the 
low budget available and the short construction window.

From the onset, the key design decision was that the 
construction process has to embody a low carbon 
footprint, touch the site lightly and to minimise onsite 
construction time. Thus we developed the design based 
on the concept of appropriating shipping containers 
into “containers for photography arts”. By stacking the 
containers into a compelling urban assemblage that 
terraces towards the “plaza” space facing the blank 
neighbouring party wall, we could appropriate the 
architectural elements on site to form an intimate urban 
setting that supports a multitude of events and activities. 
The neighbouring party wall has been used a projection 
wall while viewers can choose to gather at the multiple 
overlooking terraces.  

Intentionally set back from the site boundary on all 
sides, the building invites people on the street to venture 
into the forecourt or slip round its perimeter to get to 
the other side of the urban block, stitching the larger 
urban fabric with its presence. The iconic DECK is an 
excellent example of a private initiative, independent art-
space. We believe DECK is a timely addition and unique 
contribution to the fast-developing art gallery scene in 
Singapore. 


